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WELCOME
Crazy COVID Christmas is just
about here.  'Safe-And-Steady'.     
 'Risk-Takers'.  'Blatant-Rule-Breakers'.
'Concerned-Diligents'  the                         
 'Looking-Forward-To-Its'. and the               
'Dreading-Its'.   They’re all around us
in all their varieties, characters and
personalities.  The only thing we
can be certain of is that we’re all in
this together…even if we’re
separated or socially distanced.
 
It’s been almost a year since we all
last got together at The Hawley...and
it doesn’t look like we’ll be kicking
off 2021 with much of a change. 
 Hopefully it won’t be too long. 
 Don’t know about you, but we’ve
really missed it.
 
We’ve kept busy though during all
the  tiery (ouch!) lockdowns.  Our
Facebook page has been very active,
we put up a new website, used social
media to get weekly prayer ideas out
there and, of course, launched our
LADDERLIFE magazine.  Did a few
interviews and podcasty things
along the way too.

If you haven’t visited the website,
please check it out …
www.wearejacobsladder.co.uk  
It’s early days, but already it’s
become the hub of all things Ladder
and added colour to the likes of our
prayer ideas (most excellent selection
of rock videos!).  You’ll also find on
there a ‘Meet The Team’ page where
you’ll notice a few changes since we
last met, not least the addition of our
lovely new mag contributors.
 
It’s not the same as being together
though is it?  But we will continue to
do our best to make our little
contribution to keeping people going
during these difficult times.
 
But look, as Noddy shouts: “IT’S
CHRISTMAS!” – however you are
facing the period we wish you a
special time and optimism for
what lies ahead.
 
Thank you for being here with us.
The Ladder Lot



J ACOB

In the Bible Jacob starts out as a

bit  of  a dodgy character.  He’s

streetwise,  a schemer, he makes

his way in l i fe by trickery and

deceit.  So not your typical

spiritual  hero!

Finally his  scheming catches up

with him. He has an older

brother Esau who is  a Big

Unit  -  a serious bloke that you

don’t  mess with.  

He’s a hunter,  good at ki l l ing

things.  As the elder brother it

is  Esau who is  set  to inherit

the majority of  their wealthy

father’s  possessions when he

dies.

Jacob comes up with a  cunning

plan. When their father is  on his

death-bed, old and half-bl ind,

Jacob tricks him by pretending

to be his  brother Esau. .



So the dying blessing that should

have been spoken over Esau is

actually spoken over Jacob.

I  suppose it  indicates that at

least Jacob valued the blessing,

something Esau didn’t  really

seem to do.

But Esau f inds out that he has

been tricked. And how he

responds is  pretty predictable.

Jacob’s only chance to survive is

to get the hel l  out of  there.  So

he does a runner,  off  to his

uncle’s  place a long way away.

It  is  in the midst of  this  f l ight for

his l i fe,  that the famous Jacob’s

Ladder incident happens.

As darkness fal ls  Jacob makes

camp. He l ights a f ire,  eats his

evening meal,  and then lays

himself  down on the ground to

sleep.

STEPHEN MARCH
I am a Pioneer Development Worker based in the Avon-Swift Team of Churches.  I have a love of all things
guitar and an eclectic taste in music. God got my attention early on and inveigled His way into the centre of
my life. This led to a 15 year adventure in France. Now I’m excitedly involved in the Fresh Expressions
movement and amazed to see this new thing that God is doing. I’m a spiritual director and also write books
and blogs and stuff – check out www.fuelforpilgrims.org.

I  suppose we can imagine his

emotional state – exhilarated,

wired, fearful  of  the sound of

approaching feet,  sad that he

has gained a blessing but lost  a

brother,  missing the family home

and friends,  wondering what

reception he wil l  get at his

uncle’s? And perhaps the biggest

question -  he now has a bad

reputation as a dodgy geezer –

how wil l  that shape his future?



So he fal ls  into a f itful  and

uneasy sleep. And during the

night he has a dream.  In his

dream he sees a ladder

connecting earth and heaven,

and angels are going up and

down it  carrying out God’s

commands.

Suddenly Jacob awakes and is

shocked to realise that the

presence of  God is  r ight here

where he is,  in this  non-descript

nowhere place in the middle of

the desert.  

Perhaps we don’t  see the

signif icance of  this  at  f irst  s ight.

But Jacob has discovered

something massive.  God is

everywhere. To put it  another

way, there is  nowhere where

God is  not.

We might expect to f ind God in

great cathedrals.  We might think

it  normal to encounter God in

places of  great natural  beauty,

or maybe in moments of  wonder

as we experience the breath-

taking golden f ire of  a sunrise or

a sunset.

But Jacob discovers to his  shock

and surprise that God can be

encountered always and

everywhere.  Jacob realises that

up to this  moment he has been

crashing through l i fe unaware

that God’s presence was

surrounding him every moment

of every day. He has ignored

that presence, not l istened out

for it ,  not paid attention. From

now on he decides it  wil l  be

different.

On waking Jacob makes a

response to God. He builds an

altar using the stone that he

had used as a pi l low and he

offers worship to God.



Commenting on this  someone wrote;  "If  presence brings encounter,

then encounter leads to worship.  Jacob is  unskil led in l i turgical

practice and the subtleties of  worship services,  but he responds

instinctively with perhaps his  f irst  act  of  worship.  I t  is  s imple,  crude,

but sincere.  He takes the things that are there before him and uses

them to express the sense of  awe and wonder that has gripped his

soul."  (Tony HORSFALL, Attentive to God, p16)

Really the whole of  the Christ ian faith is  summed up in this  story.

Somehow God catches our attention, makes us aware of His presence.

We then have to decide how we respond. Do we, l ike Jacob, try to

respond by orienting our l ives towards God. Do we build our l ives

around the fact  of  God’s constant presence?  Or do we turn away, try

to forget?

In the f i lm Matrix,  when Neo is  made aware of the fact  that the reality

that he has so far accepted is  not the whole truth,  he is  presented with

a choice.  He can take the red pi l l  or the blue pi l l .  He can choose the

blue pi l l  and go back to l i fe as it  was, or he can take the red pi l l ,

embrace the truth and choose to l ive in it ,  whatever it  is.  Jacob

takes the red pi l l .  He chooses to explore this  new reality of  God’s

presence and activity around him every day. He orients his  l i fe

towards God.

In her poem ‘Aurora Leigh’  El izabeth Barret Browning expressed

something of this;  

Earth ’s crammed w ith heaven , 

And every common bush afire w ith God ; 

But only he who sees , takes off his shoes ,

 

How about you? Are your shoes on or off?



PROG &

PONDER

PUT CHRIST BACK IN CHRISTMAS

What's wrong with XMAS?

Do you reckon God's bothered?

Do you think God's into all of us
enjoying the birthday party?



JACOB'S JUKEBOX JURY
Jacob's  Jukebox Jury is  a select ion of  3  newly
released tracks from both old and new art ists .
This  is  a great chance for  you to sample some

new music and decide whether you think
these songs are a HIT or  MISS .

GARY CORY
Married to Karen, Dad to Phoebe. I am into drama and amateur dramatics. Love music by Queen.
Hobbies include, TPADs, Jacobs Ladder, CLCGB (2nd Lieutenant) and video games.

KAREN CORY
’Born in Leicester, 1979. Married to Gary, Mum to Phoebe.  Loves music that is "Dad Rock" especially Alice
Cooper and Toto. Favourite songs are Poison and Africa. Hobbies include, Jacobs Ladder, CLCGB (2nd
Lieutenant) and Pokemon Go.



Transatlantic

Overture / Reaching For The Sky

https://www.youtube.com/watch
?v=SP5HwWbCQvg
Transatlantic is a multinational progressive
rock supergroup. This track was released in
November 2020 and was their first single
from 'The Absolute Universe' album.

Five Finger Death Punch

Broken World

https://www.youtube.com/watch
?v=pf8ztcsJHis
Five Finger Death Punch are an American
heavy metal band from Las Vegas, Nevada,
who formed in 2005. Their latest track,
Broken World, was released in November
2020 from their album A Decade Of
Destruction, Vol. 2

Mark Kelly's Marathon

Amelia

https://www.youtube.com/watch
?v=aRrs0WwOx_g
Marathon was formed in 2019 by Mark Kelly,
the keyboard player with Marillion. The band
recorded their debut album in separate
locations between March and July 2020 in
lockdown. The album was released on 29th
November 2020.



SPOT THE
DIFFERENCE



I'm not afraid to die I'm just scared of going to hell
Your car salesman smile
Says it all you just wanna be Jesus
Without the suffering
HELLBELLY : THERAPY?

"Boing boing bukka chukka boing a boing ding a ling" (Make A Daft Noise For

Christmas. The Goodies, 1975).  I love a lyric.  They make me smile.  They

make me think.  Some have changed my viewpoint.  Some challenge my

behaviour.  Some have pretty much become codes of conduct.  Here's ten

that have made a big impact...



In this one of many possible worlds
All for the best or some bizarre test?
It is what it is and whatever
Time is still the infinite jest
The arrow flies when you dream
The hours tick away, the cells tick away
The Watchmaker keeps to his schemes
The hours tick away, they tick away
THE GARDEN : RUSH

The Bar was dark, quiet and still
And nothing could be heard
The dust lay undisturbed
At a table near the back, underneath a fan
Two men shared a joke about the normal folk
The cards are on the table
The winners takes it all
The game is nearly over
One man about to fall
I don't believe in heaven
I don't believe in hell
I don't believe what I'm seeing
This is no game, can't you tell
THE GAME : THE LEVELLERS

Are we too far gone, are we so irresponsible
Have we lost our balls, or do we just not care
We're terminal cases that keep taking medicine
Pretending the end isn't quite that near
THE LAST STRAW : MARILLION



Think of Emma wonder what she's doing
Her husband Terry and your grandchildren
Think of Edward who's still at college
You send him letters which he doesn't acknowledge
'Cause he don't care, they don't care
'Cause they're all going through their own private hell
PRIVATE HELL : THE JAM

Asking the questions that hurt and
Sometimes there's a question of doubt
I can't pretend that it's easy
I can't pretend that I win
When your search in this life is over
That's when the struggle begins
TREASURE THE QUESTIONS : MARTYN JOSEPH

Tossed into my mind, stirring the calm
You splash me with beauty and pull me down
Cause you come from out of nowhere
My glance turns to a stare
FROM OUT OF NOWHERE : FAITH NO MORE

I know you have a little life in you yet
I know you have a lot of strength left
I know you have a little life in you yet
I know you have a lot of strength left
I should be crying, but I just can't let it show
I should be hoping, but I can't stop thinking
THIS WOMAN'S WORK : KATE BUSH



I have a mansion, forget the price
Ain't never been there, they tell me it's nice
I live in hotels, tear out the walls
I have accountants pay for it all
They say I'm crazy but I have a good time
I'm just looking for clues at the scene of the crime
Life's been good to me so far
LIFW'S BEEN GOOD : JOE WALSH

DAVID HITCHCOCK
I am, what they call, the Pioneer Minister of Jacob’s Ladder.  Before the pandemic I enjoyed spending
Saturday nights at Leicester speedway, making music (of sorts) with my mates and being ‘King’ of my
daughter’s dance school.  Still drinking coffee...although solo is not as much fun...but you've got to
persevere and push through haven't you?

Eighties, I'm living in the eighties
Eighties, I have to push, I have to struggle
Eighties, get out of my way, I'm not for sale no more
Eighties, let's kamikaze 'til we get there
EIGHTIES : KILLING JOKE

ladder lines
Transform the word on the top of the
ladder into the word at the bottom of the
ladder. On each step of the ladder you
must replace one letter of the word and
you can change to order of the letters.



One of the main features of our get-togethers at The Hawley is our two-part
quiz, so we thought we’d replicate that in LADDERLIFE in the familiar format.
You’ll find part two later in this edition, but for now here are the first 10
questions.  The answers can be found at the very end, straight after the
‘Church Notices’.  Due to a chronic lack of entries, we are now playing just for
larks, so...

AUNT IE  PAM'S  QUIZ

______________________________



______________________________

______________________________



______________________________

______________________________



______________________________

______________________________



______________________________

______________________________



______________________________

Festive

Rock

Dad

The Judge has found a cracker for Christmas

The Night Santa Went Crazy
https://youtu.be/HTGlUMvbhSw



some good news

>>>2020’s social distancing

meant that pretty much

everything performance-

based was cancelled.  But

what we saw gradually

happening was that many

artists decided to live-

stream performances

straight from their own

homes (if you’re anything

like me, a glimpse into

those houses was

fascinating!). When Elton

John presented the iHeart

Living Room Concert to

support people in the wake

of the virus, which, among

others, featured live

acoustic performances by

Dave Grohl and Billie Joe

Armstrong.2020 eh?  It’s hard to comprehend how

many things changed and it’s easy to want

to see the back of it, but I thought we

could reflect back with some positivity and

a few ‘good egg’ highlights of this year-

especially those that reflect the essence

of Jacob’s Ladder- music.  I have had a dig

around to find some good news to warm

the cockles.  Enjoy!

HAYLEY FERN
I'm a Hugglescoter for almost 5 years and a fan of The
Cure and Cat Stevens.  I'm also an artist, secondary school
art teacher and fledgling theologian.  I'm always keen to be
involved in the community and go to St John the Baptist
Church.  Spot me walking my two dogs around the village
with my hubby!



It all started to look like a unique opportunity to show some love for each other. 

>>>Talking of Dave Grohl, a cover of the Foo Fighters single "Times Like These",

topped the UK singles chart because it had been used for a benefit charity

single related to COVID-19.  It features loads of artists doing short vocal takes,

including Chris Martin of Coldplay, Biffy Clyro, Dua Lipa, and of course Dave

Grohl himself.

>>>I love this one- Alice Cooper (best known for forming and leading the

American rock band ‘Alice Cooper’ from Phoenix, Arizona) has collaborated

with an Arizona-based dairy company and released his own brand of…wait for

it….chocolate milkshake!  All proceeds will go to charity.

>>>Did you know that this year Aerosmith received the MusiCares Person of the

Year honour, an award given to musicians for artistic achievement and

philanthropy in the music industry? While celebrating 50 years as a band,

Aerosmith received this recognition due to their "considerable philanthropic

efforts'. Over the years, Aerosmith has shown support for a number of charities

and causes around the world, including MusiCares.  In fact, Steven Tyler has his

own philanthropic initiative ‘Janie’s Fund’, a nod to Aerosmith‘s 1989 hit “Janie’s

Got a Gun, which supports young women who’ve suffered the trauma of abuse

and neglect. Tyler says “As a father and grandfather, I want to focus my energy

on things that really matter and leave behind something else in this

crazy world along with my music” What a lovely guy!



>>> And finally, a bloke called Nathan Apodaca became the most famous

multitasker of 2020. A TikTok video of him skateboarding while drinking

cranberry juice and lip-syncing to Fleetwood Mac’s “Dreams” went viral with

well over 50 million views. When fans discovered that Apodaca was living in

an RV with no running water, they raised over $10,000 to help him out. Then,

Ocean Spray saw it and gave Apodaca a brand-new truck which was full of

bottles of cranberry juice! And, as a result of the video “Dreams” reached the

top of the charts for the first time in decades!  Fleetwood Mac’s Mick

Fleetwood later surprised Apodaca during a BBC interview to say thanks.

Apodaca ended up buying a five-bedroom house for $320,000, paying entirely

in cash. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

2020 saw record donations to food banks here in Coalville, a well-coordinated

local meal delivery scheme and community shopping help, collections of

children’s toys flooding in for Christmas presents and so much more.  The

community adapted and showed love in abundance. With Christmas coming

early in many homes and some light appearing at the end of the tunnel, this

Good News wasn’t so very hard to find after all.

So, although I’m not one for New Year’s resolutions, I might now consider

learning to skateboard while lip-syncing…and it’s always a good idea to drink

more cranberry juice!  Have a wonderful, peaceful, happy and healthy New

Year everyone!

 Luke 2:10

But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you

good news of great joy that will be for all the people."

Article Credits: 
https://www.rollingstone.com/music/music-news/steven-tyler-launches-janies-fund-to-help-child-abuse-
victims-40887/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2020_in_rock_music     
https://www.grammy.com/musicares/news/aerosmith-be-honored-2020-musicares-person-year
https://www.rollingstone.com/music/music-news/steven-tyler-launches-janies-fund-to-help-child-abuse-
victims-40887/
https://twitter.com/DarrellEpp/status/1325833547568062466
https://www.shondaland.com/inspire/a32316039/good-things-happened-2020/



AUNT IE  PAM'S  QUIZ

______________________________

______________________________



______________________________

______________________________



______________________________

______________________________



______________________________

______________________________



______________________________

______________________________



Beware of Christmas Gigs
It’s one of the curiosities of music history that John Peel’s

Music Box, which held all the records he held most dear

(including more than one copy of ‘Teenage Kicks’ by The

Undertones), contained not one but two Status Quo records,

‘Down Down’ and ‘Night Ride’.  I went to see the Quo live

once.  I had stayed on at University after the end of the

Autumn term to specifically do the round of Christmas gigs

that a number of bands were playing. It was a mistake, they

were all terrible.  Quo were the worst.  They played what

remains London’s worst venue (Wembley Arena) and merely

trotted through a string of hits.  The low point was an

attempt from Rossi to get us all to do the monkey dance,

waving our arms in the air like deranged Chimpanzee’s…. I

left somewhat disillusioned by the experience.  I’ve avoided

Christmas gigs ever since.

REV RITES



The trouble with Christmas gigs is they mainly are a promotional device to make
money.   Artistic integrity takes a back seat, What’s expected, and almost certainly
delivered, is a set list of greatest hits and just about nothing else.  The running order
often seems formulaic and compiled from the track listing of the Greatest Hits
compilation.  I suspect the Quo had been playing much the same gig for years –
famously so!  It all becomes staid and rather routine.
 
Another feature of Christmas gigs are bands playing together, on the pretext that
your getting a better deal - two for the price of one.  Van Morrison and Bob Dylan
was one such experience (again at Christmas at Wembley Arena - I am a slow
learner).  Instead of experiencing something that was greater than the sum of its
parts, we got less than half of each of them…. Which somehow didn’t even add up to
a whole experience of either or both.  It was another night of established repertoire….  
The pre show burger at the now long gone but infamous Wembley Wimpy Bar
(hands up if you’ve eaten there) shaded it on the night…

Famously, you were advised to see Dylan
play whenever his ‘Never Ending Tour’
came to town, like the circus.  Often, he
would be awful but occasionally brilliant.  I
was fortunate enough to see him play one
of his outstanding gigs at Brixton Academy
some years later.  He played a proper set (a
crafted set list of favorites and curiosities,
new and old) and was up for it.  It was a
special night.  Its ironic, however, that for
me, on that night, he was completely
blown out the water by his support act.  It
remains the best live performance that I’ve
ever seen.  I’m happy to listen to Elvis
Costello, and I have one or two of his
albums, but I’m not a big fan.  That night
however his set was captivating,
uncompromising and electrifying.

CHRIS HAYWOOD
I’m currently Curate in Hugglescote Parish, although having now completed my Curacy training am looking
for a parish of my own. I’ve been a Christian 32 years and was happily working as an NHS manager when I
heard from God that he wanted me to be a Vicar.... After some initial reservations, I responded to the call and
have never looked back. I can hardly believe I've ended up in a parish which hosts a rock church!



I don’t think he played a single ‘hit’ but put together a play list of songs which worked
together and came together as a coherent whole.  I saw him again at The Brighton
Dome and he was as good again. The gig was also noteworthy for the pre-match
drinks…  I’d gone to the bar and returned carrying two pints of fine draft beer which
they had specially ordered in…. Georgie commented, ‘I don’t drink beer’, to which I
replied, ‘They aren’t for you’.  The only slight downer on the gig was the string of
men having to nip out for a wazz mid set.
 
Its my conviction that a live performance has to have a well crafted set list, drawing
on the complete repertoire.  Iron Maiden at Hammersmith Odeon (another
Christmas gig I recall) were poor, they were just going through the motions,
whereas Jack White at Alexandra Palace (notice I always mention the venue as its
such an important factor) was awesome. 
 
Apparently Jack White tours with two bands – designated White and Black.  Shortly
before he goes on he tosses a coin to determine which band will play each gig and
compiled the set list on the spot.  It gives the performance real energy.  Jack White is
also an example of how an encore can buck the standard routine…. Save the most
famous number till last and play it at the second encore to keep them baying for
more. Ozzy Osbourne was the worst proponent of this strategy.  Everyone waited all
night for him to play ‘Paranoid’ only for him to amble out right at the end and yell
‘Let’s see you going quazy’ before his band ripped into the opening riff.  I remember
going crazy at the predictability of it all.  Jack White similarly left his biggest number
till the encore but launched into ‘Seven Nation Army’ with such energy that it blew
the audience away,  It was an experience.  That night was also famous for its beer
intake…. I went with an Aussie colleague of Georgie’s and rushing for the train up
from Brighton to London he suddenly veered off into a off license.  He emerged with
a crate of beer…. ‘We’re going to need these mate’.  We weren’t going to be allowed
to take them into the gig so we drank them on the journey.

A great set list, a varied repertoire and
seeing the band at the height of their
powers are the watch words for a good
gigI  think.  I had long wanted to see U2
but saw them jaded and past their best
at Wembley Stadium (another terrible
venue). The experience was not helped
by bottles of warm fluid been launched
all over us, thrown by a quite literally
pissed bloke at the back.



My black leather jacket was never the same again.  I’d really like to see Radiohead
play live but fear they are past their best.  PJ Harvey (she’s so uncompromising) is
someone else I’d love to see play live and have confidence she’d be brilliant.  Her
performance of ‘Last Living Rose’ on the Andrew Marr Show right in front of a
flummoxed David Cameron remains an abiding memory of a great performance.
Catching a band before they hit big is perhaps the best experience of all, raw and full
of energy.  By way of contrast reformed bands are to be avoided, although some can
pull off a professional effort.
 
I remember being at a party with work colleagues when we posed the question,
‘What’s the best live gig you’ve been to?’.  One couple recalled how they had gone
to see the avant garde German experimental band Einstürzende Neubaute and had
been blown away by the support act, ‘Showaddywaddy’.   ‘Showaddywaddy! I
exclaimed, hardly believing what they had said.  ‘Yep Showaddywaddy’, he
repeated, ‘They won the audience over with a superbly professional performance’.  I
was still sitting there agog at what I had just heard when one of our party returned
from the bar having missed this astonishing revelation. So I turned to him and asked
him what was the best gig he’d been to.  Straight up he replied ‘Showaddywaddy,
supporting Einstürzende Neubaute!’.  It transpired he was at the same gig. I was
won over.



Occasionally, gigs are so bad they are brilliant.  Georgie took me to see Nina Simone
at the Royal Albert Hall.  She played up the whole gig, storming off stage regularly,
berating her band and the audience and generally looking like she didn’t want to be
there.  Yet the massed throng clearly held her in such esteem, you felt privileged to
be there to see one of the all time greats.  Then when she did play she was
incredible…  George Melly was another example.  The first half of the gig was an
interview conducted by the brilliantly named Campbell Burnap.  Melly regaled us
with boardy (and I mean boardy) stories from his career, whilst downing large
whiskies.  After the interval he came out to sing with his backing band Digby
Fairweather’s (I’m not making this up - seriously) Half dozen’.  He sang the first song,
badly,and half way through the next number slumped over the microphone and
collapsed.  They wheeled him off stage and took him to the dressing room to revive
him.  Digby and his band manfully played on but un,comfortably, as they were just a
backing band…. Digby kept reassuring us they main man would be rejoining them
soon to complete the set.  Looking round nervously towards the stage door Melly’s
manager stood their shaking his head and mimicked a flashing light above his head….
Melly was on his way to hospital!  In many ways it was a disappointment.  It was fair
to say however that with Melly you paid your money and took your chance.  I was
delighted.  You see if he’d performed the gig, you’ve got no story to tell.  All you can
say to the enquiry ‘How was last nights gig’ is ‘Great’.  On this occasion however I
had a great story!
 
Recounting all this prompts me to reflect on Christmas Services, Carol Services and
the like.  Inevitably they are much the same every year, which curiously is what
people are after.  The familiarity is a comfort to those that come…  part of a tradition. 
 Its true one Carol Service is compiled much the same as any other, but its in in the
presentation where they come alive. You have to commit and have integrity in the
leading of them I think.  Recently, after leading a service I received some feedback,
‘’You speak like you really believe it’, which I took as a compliment.  You have to
really commit I think. Of course its possible we all get jaded in our latter years but
for now let’s cook em up on classical gas.

Of course the message of Christmas, whilst presented in different ways and in
different styles, remains the same as well and is unchanging.  It is a song of comfort
and joy, of light and hope.   I suspect, if we could ask them, that those humble
Shepherds would have been unanimous in their view that the Angels proclaiming
‘Peace on Earth’ even topped Showaddywaddy’ for the best gig ever.  It was as
much good news of great joy to them as it is to us today.   Have a blessed Christmas,
infused with as much comfort and joy as can be realized and a hope filled New Year. 
 With love and best wishes  Rev Chris and Georgie



controversy court

The Judge asks:
"Christmas songs
from rock Bands
...yes or no?"

PAUL BLOW
Been a passionate member of the Jacob's Ladder team from the very beginning.  I fly the flag for prog. 
 But all you really need to know is that at Ladder events I am 'The Judge'.  You would do well to
remember that!



D E B  M A K E S  T H E  C A S E  F O R  C H R I S T M A S  T U N E S
It is not just about Santa Claus making
lists and checking them twice, have you
been naughty or nice? Now that can be
opened to wide expectation this year.
Christmas is about family, friends….at
social distance of course, the turkey,
trimmings, along with great music.
 
We tend to fall back on solid Christmas
songs of certain party persuasion,
constantly bombarded with the same
Christmas songs that we’ve all heard
countless times throughout the years
but we want it louder and better,
always looking for perfect songs and
they are from heavy metal bands.

Most bands have release Christmas
songs, some more than others.  AD/DC,
Def Leppard, Twisted Sister, Motorhead,
Black Sabbath through to more modern
bands like, Korn, All Time Low, Lacuna
Coil and Bowling for Soup to name just a
few.

So, what makes rock bands produce
Christmas songs, quite simply they love
Christmas and everything it
brings...they can let their hair down , do
Christmas songs the way they should be
produced, to celebrate in a light
hearted way.

While most people spend Christmas
wishing for goodwill on Earth, Brian
Johnson of AC/DC was wanting
something else on “Mistress for
Christmas,” was asking Santa for a little
bit of action, by the sounds of it he was
getting it, putting him firmly on the
“naughty” list that year.

So yes, Christmas songs work, they
cannot be played all year, but at
Christmas they will provoke memories
of what was happening that year. Alice
Cooper decided that the Christmas
track “Santa Claus Is Coming to Town”
put a dark spin on the record. What he
came up with was a twisted take on the
popular festive tune, complete with
heavy riffs and a snarling vocal
performance by the shock rocker.
On covers they have their own spin,
making it sound their way.

it should have been produced, yet all
the time you still know it is your
favourite band, keeping it real, with
electric guitar solos, driving drumbeats,
and gruffalo growls.  Good example of
this is Chuck Berry’s Run Run Rudolph, a
collaboration between  Lemmy 
 (Motorhead), Billy Gibbons( ZZtop), and
throw in drummer Dave Grohl (Foo
Fighters/Nirvana), unlikely heroes but 
 together they produce a smooth, blues,
along with the gruff and hell-raising
rock ’n’ roll.  

You might not hear it at many of the
Christmas parties you attend this year
if any, but at my house,  you can bet it
will be cranked up loud.  So, turn up the
season as loud as you want, as you
mosh around the Christmas tree with
great Christmas heavy metal.

I rest my case.



Toby Jepson....Planet Rock DJ and singer/guitarist of the excellent Wayward
Sons and before them, a great CV of bands... Little Angels, GUN, and a wee bit of
Motörhead and Dio’s Disciples in there too.. He popped up on my Facebook timeline
today .. Toby and Dave’s Christmas bundle .. featuring the song “Cheese and Port”

Now don’t get me wrong, i do enjoy a bit of Stilton and port at Christmas as much as
Toby (i live near Melton Mowbray after all) but the word cheese sums up rock
musicians doing Christmas songs... Rob Halford, AC/DC, Alice Cooper, King Diamond,
Twisted Sister, August burns red, it goes on and on and on.. even the Ramones ... 
either pretending they are Perry Como or doing a dodgy metalled up cover version of
a carol or a truly forgettable new Christmas song that nobody else will like except
for the gullible, loyal fan...What are they thinking? 

It is shameless cashing in .. taking our hard earned dosh in exchange for a song or
album that we will listen to once a year (if we even remember where we put it the
year before) just to complete the collection as a loyal fan.. sentimental? reminding
us of Christmasses past? nope .. 

Are we likely to see it feature on a greatest hits album or hear it played live at a gig?
nope ... It is Christmas commercialism at its  very worst .. I wish it could be
Christmas every day? no thank you... not with that playlist .. 
Stick to rock guys ... and eat the cheese .. 

Humbug!

M I K E  S A Y S  " N O O O O O O O O O  ! ! ! ! "



MIKE'S MUSINGS
FROM THE MIND OF A SCOT NEAR MELTON

A BBC entertainment headline on the 5
December starts...“Christmas singles flood
UK top 40 chart” …..“it’s beginning to sound
a lot like Christmas” .. the article goes on
with the head of the Official Charts
Company quoted as saying “it was ‘very
unusual’ to see such a ‘surge of interest’ in
festive tunes”
 
really? at Christmas? i’m shocked ..

We all dust off our Christmas CDs for a
good old sing song on Christmas day don’t
we? Where would we be without Slade, or
Wizzard, the Pogues, Boney M or Mariah?

My Facebook pages keeps telling me about
Christmas releases and rereleases .. the most
frequent to appear is Annie Lennox “A Christmas
Cornucopia 10th anniversary edition”..  i like
Annie ... “The beautiful blonde man with the
lovely voice” according to Alan Partridge ...

Like me she is Scottish and like me born in
Aberdeen.. i saw her when the Tourists played the
Loch Lomond Rock Festival back in 1980 (check out
the pre-iPhone photos below) ... i loved the
Eurythmics too..Did you know she was born on
Christmas Day? The Christmas Cornucopia songs
are lovely .. good carols that we hear at this time
of year ... songs of joy about the birth of a baby
born in Bethlehem...



Did you know Annie describes herself as
agnostic, who although blaming religion for
many things has always found a particular
beauty in Christmas church services?
 
Annie is not totally down on churches. In an
article for hollowverse.com she is quoted
saying that churches are the “cement that
holds communities together”. I like that..
 
But I don’t get why celebrate Christmas and
sing the songs and enjoy Christmas services
if you don’t join in with the story, the real
reason for Christmas and the reason
churches look to build community? 
 
On December 25th as well as remembering
Annie’s birthday, we celebrate the birth of
Jesus Christ: the day God entered his
created world in the shape of a baby.  That
is indeed a cause for celebrations and
rejoicing and singing…

But Christmas Day is not the whole story.
It’s just the opening chapter of an amazing
story.

A birth in humble, even marginalised
circumstances. Early childhood spent as a
refugee. A roller-coaster 3-year ministry
featuring radical new teaching, mind-
blowing miracles, compelling stories and
the careful nurturing and developing his
closest followers. Culminating in the
ultimate self-sacrifice.

Willingly following a path from adulation
and superstardom to betrayal, torture and
execution in the course of a single week.
Followed by a miraculous, hope-inspiring
and life-instilling resurrection. A triumph of
light and life over darkness and death that
gives the promise of eternal hope
to us all.  (from the Passion of the
Christmas @ Christmasstarts.com)
 
As the song Mary’s Boy Child says: ‘Man
shall live forever more because of Christmas
Day’. That’s why we celebrate Christmas. 
 
Let’s make the most of this time and come
together safely and in hope … and get those
Christmas songs and Carols out!
 
God Bless and Happy Christmas .. see you
next year!

MIKE ALEXANDER
’Born in Scotland.  Married with a 21 year old student son who plays in a progressive death metal band.
I trained with Dave to become a Licensed Reader and Pioneer Minister and believe in building
community.  I like cooking, beer/home brewing, allotment gardening and live gigs.  Favourite bands..
Aerosmith, Gojira, Opeth, Avatar,and Alter Bridge.



XMAS XWORD
T R Y  E X T R A  H A R D  A F T E R  P U D . . . T H R E R  A R E  N O  A N S W E R S  P R O V I D E D  ( L O L )



WITH   DEBS

DEBBIE PAGE
I have  two wonderful children, Anthony and Rebecca - also have 3 working gundogs, Maisie,
Bella, and Frances.  I am a Beat Captain at a local shoot  which is where I use my 3 dogs... well 2,
Maisie is in retirement but loves a wander around. My passions in life are walking, gardening, going
on holidays, listening to good music, especially heavy metal - it fills my soul in every way.

@wearejacobsladder
Our Facebook page is still very active, and we’re
currently dedicating different days to different
bands, posting video throughout each weekday.
Enjoy.   Like and share…if you dare!

wearejacobsladder.co.uk/prayers
Since the beginning of the pandemic we have
been posting daily prayers which we have been
told have been appreciated by both believers
and unbelievers… so we will keep going.  They
now live on our website and each day is
accompanied by a different music video.             
 Pop over if you fancy a pray,



2021

LADDERLIFE
IS GOING ALL MODERN
FREEING UP MONEY FOR OTHER STUFF 

F R O M  J A N U A R Y

AVAILABLE ONLY AS A 

FREE DIGITAL DOWNLOAD

www.wearejacobsladder.co.uk
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P A G E  F O U R |  J O U R N E Y

THE JESUS DEALTHE JESUS DEAL

watch them at www.wearejacobsladder.co.uk



https://d1x7zurbps6occ.cloudfront.net/product/xlarge/695131-188510

from the Ladder Lot


